
Ardleigh St. Mary’s Church of England Primary School (Voluntary Controlled) Primary School

Weekly Newsletter Number 15 W/B 14.12.20


Headteacher: Ms D Parker   Chair of Governors: Mr T Barrott   Office Manager: Mrs R Hoggarth   Site Manager: Mr G Cole

Colchester Road, Ardleigh, Colchester, Essex. CO7 7NS. Tel: 01206 230394   Fax: 01206 231717 


Christian Values - NEXT TERM’S CHRISTIAN VALUE IS - PERSEVERANCE 

Thank you 

We are now at the end of a very difficult and challenging term. 
I am relieved that we have managed to reach the end of term without any cases of COVID-19 which 

means we have been able to stay open for all of the children for the whole time. 
I was delighted with how the children returned to school in September and I have been amazed at how 

well they have adapted to the new norms in school. They have demonstrated enthusiasm, motivation and a 
cheerfulness to engage with the new way of working. They have embraced working in the re-arranged 

classrooms and have accepted the different organisation of playtimes and lunchtimes. 
As we break up for the christmas Holidays, I would like to say a few thank yous to a range of people. 

I would like to thank all of the Governors for their lasting support and guidance, especially with all of the 
decisions we have had to make and the shortness of time in which we needed to turn these around. 

I would like to thank all of our parent/carer community for their support with the decisions we have made 
and their engagement with these decisions. 

I would like to thank The Friends of Team who, despite the restrictions we have faced, have managed to 
continue supporting and raising money for the school. We don’t know what we would do without you. 

I would like to extend a huge thank you to all of the staff. They have put aside their own anxieties and 
concerns about the pandemic in order to care and support your child/children, in any way possible over the 

last term. They really are an amazing group of people. 
Last, but most definitely not least, I would like to thank the children for returning to school, giving 

purpose to all of us and bringing the soul back into the school. 
This truly is an amazing school and I am very proud to be the Headteacher of Ardleigh St. Mary’s. 

I hope you all have a lovely Christmas and a happy new year. 
Please stay safe and look after each other. 

Nativity 
On Thursday 10th December 2020, 
Class 2 went to St. Mary’s Church, 
Ardleigh to practice and perform 
their Nativity Play. 

This was different to normal as they did not have an 
audience and there was no singing. 

They had decided to have simple costumes and Reverend 
Antony offered to film the actual performance, so that 

there could be a chance of sharing this with parents, 
carers and families. 

Mrs McDiarmid has written this report of the event:- 
‘On Thursday 10th December, Class 2 performed their 

Nativity in the Church. 
We were very proud of their performance. 

The children had learnt their lines beautifully and played 
their instruments with such enthusiasm. 

Thank you to Reverend Antony for filming the nativity 
enabling us to share with families and 

thanks also, to Sue, the Church 
Warden, for putting the heating on 

and opening tip 
the church! 

Well done Class 2.



Friends of News  

Hamper Raffle  
Thank you 

Friends of wish to thank everyone at the school for the amazing donations that they gave for the hamper raffle.   
4 beautiful hampers were made and 755 tickets were sold raising £755.   

We would like to thank our Year 6 pupils who picked the winning tickets out. 

Winners  
Blue hamper:  Maria Reid  

Green hamper: Lesley Snelling 
Yellow hamper: Jo Mutimer 

Red hamper: Ken Parker. 

Thank you  
Pantomime 

On Monday 14th December the whole school were able to watch the recorded version of the Mercury Theatre’s 2019 Pantomime - Cinderella. 
We were all very sad that we were unable to go to the Pantomime this year but our Friends of Team came to the rescue and paid for the 

recorded version so that we could enjoy it at school. They also provided popcorn to eat whilst watching for that authentic touch! 
The children watched in their classes and really enjoyed the whole experience. 

Santa Treasure Hunt 
We would like to thank our amazing Friends of Team for the brilliant Santa Treasure Hunt which took place on Wednesday 16th December. 
All of the children thoroughly enjoyed the hunt which involved Class 1 and Class 2 looking for pictures and Class 3 and Class 4 finding letters 

which then spelt out a word (Frankincense). 
When they had completed the task they had to go to Santa’s Grotto and they were presented with a gift; a Christmas mug and a pair of socks. 

They all appeared to be delighted with the their gifts. 

This was a lovely event and the children were very appreciative of the amount of time and effort that had gone in to planning and preparing this.



Church News Thank you 

Christmas Tree 
We would like to say a huge thank you to Robert and 

Annalisa George’s family for donating a Christmas 
tree to our school. 

Although this year we have not decorated the hall as 
we would normally do, it has been lovely to 
have a Christmas tree, with its sparkling 

lights, twinkling at Class 1 and Class 2 during 
lunchtimes. 

Christmas Lunch 
This year, the way we organised our Christmas lunch was different to 
previous years. Instead of the children all having 
Christmas Lunch together, we arranged it over 
two days. Class 1 and Class 2 had their lunch on 

Tuesday and Class 3 and Class 4 ate theirs 
yesterday, meaning that all the children could have their lunch in 

the hall on the different days.  
We would like to thank Ruth and her team, once again, for producing such a fantastic 

meal. 

Food Bank Donations 
Thank you to all the children in Class Two and 

Class Three for your generous foodbank 
donations. 

Between the two classes you donated an amazing 
125KG (so far) which will provide 30 days of food 

for one person.  
We are so pleased with your generous efforts to donate and feel 

very proud to be members of our school community. 
We wish you all a merry Christmas and a happy New Year! 

From 
 Ms McDiarmid, Ms Perou, Ms McHoul, Ms Newman, Ms Cafasso, Ms 

McKenna and Ms Brecht



Please Help Us Collect! 

We are collecting plastic bottle lids 
(any colour or size) to make a mural 

for the new Class Two garden.   

If you are able to help us collect, 
please ensure they are clean.  
Bring them along to school and 
deposit in the buckets, marked 

‘Plastic Lids’, located by the school 
gates. 

Thank you for your help. 

W/B 04.01.21

Day Forest School PE

Monday Year 1 Year 2

Tuesday Year 3 Year 4

Wednesday Class 1

Thursday Year 5 Year 6

Dates For Your Diary 

*18.12.20 Break up for Christmas Holidays 
*19.12.20 Closing date for ‘Follow the Star’ - ‘Christmas Star Trail’ 
*04.01.21 Return to School 

Please don’t forget, if you have any issues or queries you want to discuss with any member of Staff 
please contact us either by email, telephone or via Class Dojo.

Have a lovely Christmas break. 
Take care - From all at Ardleigh St. Mary’s

Meals - Lunch Menu  

The menu for week beginning 04.01.21 is Menu 78 

Additional Letters 

*Latest edition of Church Chimes 
*Sunday at 3 Flyer - Christingle Special 

Sunday at 3 - Christingle Special 
Sunday at 3 is on line… join us for all our usual fun but via zoom.  

Our next live meeting is on  

Sunday 20th December at 3pm.                    

Do join us from your homes for a Christingle story with a difference. 

See the attached flyer for more information.   


